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Message
From the
VBA Board

“Best wishes for a happy and musical
2009 to all Victoria Bluegrass
Association members, and to our
other readers as well! We are looking
forward to a whole new year of
bluegrass and related music as we
continue to carve out our niche in the
vibrant and diverse Victoria music
scene.

The VBA New Years resolution is to
continue the tradition of providing
old-time acoustic music to all those
that want to listen. We consider it
quite an accomplishment that we
manage to hold such successful and
affordable jams and concerts 50
weeks a year, and look forward to
doing it in the year ahead. A big
reason we are able to pull this off is
through the efforts of our numerous
volunteers. Volunteers such as board
members Andrew Lloyd and Bev
Young, who have the huge
responsibility of opening and closing
the Orange Hall every week for the
whole year, including the July 1 jam!

The turnout for VBA events
continues to be high. The Slow Pitch
sessions, moderated circle jams,
workshops, and concerts are always
filled with enthusiastic participants.
The cooperation and generosity folks
show with each other, and with
newcomers, is heart warming. The
December 16 Band Scramble is the
most recent example of so many
folks helping make a really fun event
possible. That all VBA activities
(newsletters included!) are organized
and run by volunteers says a lot
about the members of VBA and how
many pitch in to make the club the
success it is. Way to go!

and advancement of bluegrass and related acoustic music.

Skagway plays the VBA, Jan 27, 2008 ~ Details page 2.

Membership sales for 2009 are now
open, and can be purchased any
Tuesday evening from any

VBA Board member, or by mail (see
website for membership application
form). New rates (approved at the
June Annual General Meeting) are
$25 for Individuals, and $40 for
Couples.

The more memberships sold means a
better financial base for VBA,
allowing us to keep admission prices
to the jams, concerts, and workshops
affordable while still meeting regular
expenses like hall rental. It is also a
great way to support live music in
your town, as well as supporting
VBA projects like the youth bursary
for the Sorrento bluegrass music
camp.

VBA continues to encourage, and
provide publicity for many bluegrass
related musical events throughout
Victoria and the Island. Great jams,
bands, festivals, concerts, instructors,
a bluegrass radio show, and net-
working of musicians demonstrate
that bluegrass music is alive and well
in our city and region.

See further details in this newsletter,
and on our website, regarding our
January 24 workshop with Doug
VanDine on The Mysteries of the
Capo, and the January 27 VBA open
stage and concert featuring Skagway,
a young bluegrass band from
Nanaimo!

Have a great New Year! See you
at VBA and remember.....
“Keep on the sunny side!”
~ VBA Board of Directors
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VICTORIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
UPCOMING EVENTS

VBA Tuesday Night Bluegrass Jams

Tuesday Orange Hall Jams are: January 6, 13, 20 at 7:30pm. Slow Pitch, Moderated
Circle and Festival Bluegrass Jams, at the Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood Road,
7:30pm. Players of all levels welcome. Players $2, listeners by donation.

The cornerstone of the VBA is the weekly bluegrass jam, where players, singers and
listeners can come out and indulge their love of bluegrass every Tuesday evening.

Contact: Bob McKechnie

VBA Open Stage Feature Night:

Tuesday, Jan 27, at Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood, Victoria, BC.
Admission: $5 for members; $7 for non-members.

Doors open at 7:30 pm.

7:45 — 8:45 pm — Open Stage

9:00 — 10:30 pm — Feature Act: Skagway

Skagway is the newest bluegrass unit that Vancouver Island has to offer. They are a
group of hot young players from Nanaimo with a passion and love for traditional
music, and a sound that manages to incorporate a contemporary edge. Their hard
driving rhythm, lightning fast licks, and soaring harmonies make them a force to be
reckoned with. The members of Skagway are: Ira Pelletier - Mandolin, Natalie
Germann - banjo, and Tad Ruszel - guitar, Dinah D. - upright bass, vocals.

More info:
Jeb Gordon

VBA Workshop:
The Mysteries of, and How to Use, a CAPO

If you play the guitar, banjo, dobro or perhaps even the mandolin, and someone calls
for a song to be played in the key of F, do you know where to put your CAPO and
what chords to play? If you can answer this question in 5 seconds or less, this work-
shop is probably not for you. If no, you will probably benefit from this workshop.
And if you don’t even know what a CAPO is, you’ll really benefit from this
workshop. You will learn all about CAPOS: the different types, on which fret to place
it, where on the fret to place it, how to play in every key imaginable, and some that
aren’t imaginable. You will go away with a little handy dandy “slide rule” that you
can put in your instrument case, and then always know where to put your CAPO.
This will also be a very good course on the music theory of chords.

Doug VanDine has been using a CAPO on his guitars (yes, he also plays guitar) and
banjos for more years than he cares to admit. He will lead you through this workshop
and if you ask nicely, will even tell you where the word “CAPO” comes from.

Takes place Saturday, Jan 24, 2 to 4 pm, at the Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood Rd,
Victoria, BC.

Admission: $7 for members; $10 for non-members; More info: Lani

February Mandolin Workshop:

Mandolin Workshop with James Whitall
Details later....sign up now before the workshop is full!!
Info: Lani









