


BC Bluegrass Workshop is 20 years old!

The BCBW celebrates its 20th year!

Registration is planned to open Monday, February 16th - so call or email them
first thing to guarantee your first choice of workshop.

The website should be updated prior to the week of February 9th - so keep
Checking.www.musicworkshops.ca/
www.musicworkshops.ca/Bluegrasshomepage/seminars.html

Many members of the VBA have attended the BCBW numerous times, inspired by

what they learned their previous visit and returning charged up and 'ready to go' on

their instrument! There is something for everyone, no matter what his or her skill

level. The people you meet from various places, and connections you make can turn into - -
lasting friendships sparked by a shared love of music. Laurie Lewis

Spend an inspiring, challenging, and joyous week with others who share your passion for bluegrass. The BCBW
provides a friendly, noncompetitive environment for everyone from beginners to advanced players. The well-planned
program provides ample opportunity for seminars, drop-in workshops, thematic jam sessions and many other
spontaneous activities. There are student concerts, band scrambles, featured concerts, and campground picking
sessions, and for the past few years we've also had an old-time dance in the middle of each week.

If you have any questions about the site, camping, or the program, ask a VBA member and
they will point you to someone who has had the Sorrento experience if they haven’t
themselves.

The BCBW has posted its instructor/seminar leaders for 2009.

Week 1 (Aug 23 to 28) includes LaurieLewis, Tom Rozum, Bill Evans, and Radim Zenkl.
Two BC Bluegrass Bands — Hungry Hill and Shearwater; the Expedition Quartet from
Boulder, Colorado; and the Foghorn Duo (old time) from Portland, Oregon. There will be
two harmony classes this week: beginning/intermediate with Jenny Lester and Nadine
Landry and intermediate/advanced with

Chris Stuart and Janet Beazley.

Pharis Romero

Week 2 (Aug 30 to Sept 4) includes Scott Nygaard, Carol McComb, Sue Thompson, and Steve Fisher; and two US
bands — Sawmill Road (with Dick Brown) and Monroe Crossing. Two BC bands, the Breakmen and the Haints (Erynn
Marshall, Pharis Romero and Jason Romero) will round out the bluegrass and old time bands, respectively. The
harmony class will be led by Pharis Romero, Ben Rogalsky and Lee Watson.

Instructing for both weeks will be Megan Lynch, David Keenan, Steve Roy, Chris Stevens, Gene Bretecher, Ivan
Rosenberg, James Whittall and Todd Livingston — an amazing Dobro player from Nashville

The Breakmen Shearwater Bluegrass Hungry Hill

The VBA always has a good presence at the workshops. The BCBW website (www.musicworkshops.ca) will be
updated shortly, and registration should begin within the next month.



Bluegrass Happenings:
In British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest.
The following is a list of bluegrass and related events happening in the upcoming season.

Ongoing
Feb 1, 8, 15, 22: Sunday Afternoon Hootenanny: Sundays, 4 pm, at Logan's Tavern, 1821 Cook St., Victoria, BC. Hosted by
Carolyn Mark. Admission: free. More info: 250-360-1832.
Feb 1, 15: Sooke Legion Bluegrass and Old Time Music Jam (Sooke): Sunday, 2 to 5:30pm, Sooke Legion, 6726 Eustace, Sooke,
first and third Sunday of the month (October to May), no admission. Contact: Eric Day
Feb 2,9, 16, 23: Old-Time String Music Jam:Mondays, 7 to 9:30 pm, at Spiral Cafe, 418 Craigflower Rd, Victoria, BC. More
info: www.myspace.com/thespiraloldtimegroove
Tune Lists & Samples: spiraloldtime.googlepages.com
Feb 3, 10, 17: VBA Bluegrass Jam: Tuesdays, 7:30 to 10 pm, at Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood Rd, Victoria BC. Slow Pitch and
Moderated Intermediate Circle Jams. Players of all levels welcome. Admission: Players $2, listeners free. More info: Bob
McKechnie
Feb 4, 11, 18, 25: VBA's Sing Me Back Home, Bluegrass On The Air: Wednesdays, 3:00 to 4:00 pm, with your host Jeb Gordon.
CFUV 101.9 FM; Cable 104.3 FM
Feb 4, 11, 18, 25: Cornerstone Bluegrass Jam: Wednesdays, 7:30 to 10 pm, at Cornerstone Cafe and Resource Centre, Fernwood
at Gladstone, Victoria, BC. Featuring premier acoustic string band musicians. Enjoy some hot coffee or chocolate while listening
[for free] to local top acoustic roots musicians jam it out with each other. Organized by the Fernwood Bluegrass Coalition [FBC],
a group of local business/promoters/musicians.
Feb 4, 11, 18, 25: Sidney Wednesday Night Jam (Sidney) - Wednesdays, 7 to 10 pm at St Paul's United Church, Office Entrance,
Malaview & 5th St., Sidney, BC. Stringed Acoustic Instruments Only. All levels of players welcome. 1st Wednesday: Country.
2nd Wednesday: Folk. 3rd Wednesday: Bluegrass. 4th Wednesda : Fiddle Jam. 5th Wednesday (when applicable): Open Stage.
Admission: $2 per participant, $1 per listener.
Feb 6: Victoria Fiddle Society Monthly Jam: Friday, 7 to 10 pm. Please Note New Location: St. Matthias Anglican Church Hall,
600 Richmond Ave. (corner of Richardson St.), Victoria, BC. All musicians, all ages and skill levels are welcome, break-out space
for advanced fiddlers. First Friday of every Month (except July & August); Admission: VFS members Free, $5 for drop-ins. More
info: www.bckitchenparty.com

February Special Events
Feb 7: VBA Presents: Mandolin Workshop with James Whittall. See info on page 2.
Feb 14: "A Night of Bluegrass" A Sooke River Bluegrass eventat Edward Milne School, Sooke, Saturday, February 14, 2009,
Doors open 7:30. Show starts at 8pm. Tickets $12 at Shoppers Drug Mart, Sooke or Edward Milne School, or by credit card at
250-642- 6371. Featuring performers: Bryan, Clayton, Thomas, and Don; Last Train; Clover Point Drifters; and Just Us.
For more information call (250) 642-3553.
Feb 14: Emma Beaton with Joy Kills Sorrow Saturday, doors open 7:30 pm. Concert 8:00 pm, at Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood,
Victoria, BC. Emma Beaton (lead vocalist) of Qualicum Beach, and recent winner of Canadian Folk Music's Young Performer of
the Year Award, will perform with the award-winning Boston-based "pop-grass" bluegrass band ensemble, Joy Kills Sorrow, with:
Jacob Jolliff (mandolin), Matthew Arcara (guitar), Wes Corbett (banjo) & Bridget Kearney (bass); Tickets: $18 / $15; available
soon at Larsen Music and Lyle's Place; More info: 250-752-1162 & jbeaton@shaw.ca & emma.beaton@gmail.com &
www.joykillssorrow.com
Feb 22: Victoria Folk Music Society Presents: Byron, Clayton, Thomas and Don Sunday, Open Stage: 7:30 - 8:30 pm. Feature
Act: 9 - 10 pm at Norway House, 1110 Hillside, Victoria, BC. Victoria Folk Music Society Presents this bluegrass band from
Cowichan Valley featuring Byron Thompson (guitar, vocals), Clayton Long (mandolin, vocals), Thomas Horsfal (bass, vocals)
and Don Deines (banjo, vocals). Admission: $5, VFMS members & Open stage performers: free.
More info: www.victoriafolkmusic.ca & bryonclaytonthomasanddon.com/Site/Welcome.html
Feb 24: VBA Open Stage/Feature Night Tuesday, doors open at 7:30 pm at Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood, Victoria, BC. First 1/2
of eve is open stage, second 1/2 of eve showcases feature act The Riverside Trio. Admission: $5 for members; $7 for non-
members. Contact: Jeb Gordon (250) 479-0210 to sign-up for the Open Stage. More info: Jeb Gordon
Feb 26 - Mar 1: Oly Old Time Festival (Olympia, WA) Thursday to Sunday, Thursday squaredance, Friday concert, Saturday
workshops and squaredance, lots of jammin! Olympia, WA, halfway between Seattle and Portland. Featuring: Atlas String Band,
Watertower String Band, Tallboys, Deaf Lester, Young Geezers, The Grizzle Grazzle Trashcan Band, The Peach Colored Jug
Smugglers. Admission: Weekend pass - $15, or $10 for each main event.
More info: olyoldtimefest@gmail.com www.olyoldtime.org/index2.htm www.myspace.com/olyoldtimefest

VBA Membership Drive

Every year the VBA has a draw for a FREE MEMBERSHIP. If you purchase/renew a membership anytime between now and the
April ‘Feature Night’ on April 28, 2009 — your name will be entered into a draw. If you are chosen we will refund you your
membership fee! More information on our website about the benefits of being a VBA member!



