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Message
From the
VBA Board

This month we are putting the
pressure on you VBA members to
take to the stage. Instead of a
feature act at the end of the month
we will be putting on the VBA
Showcase Night, where one and
all are encouraged to get up on
stage and give it your best shot at a
musical performance, will be
Tuesday May 26. Doors open at
7:30. Since we don’t have a
feature act this month, the whole
evening is dedicated to open stage
acts, with one song or tune per act.
We want to give everyone a chance
to be on stage and all performers
will get in free. In order to get on
stage a sign up sheet will be
posted at the Tuesday jams in May
preceding the Showcase night, or
contact Master of Ceremonies

Jeb Gordon at 479-0210 to reserve
your spot! We look forward to
hearing you!

Membership sales are still
underway for 2009. This is an
important funding base for the
VBA so please make sure you
renew your membership. You can
either buy a membership at the
Orange Hall on any Tuesday night,
or print the application form from
the VBA web site and mail in your
cheque. This will ensure that you
continue to receive the newsletter,
and that you get members' prices
on admission to jams, workshops,

and concerts. Your membership
dues provide funding to a vibrant
organization that supports and
promotes bluegrass and related
music in Victoria! Encourage
your friends and neighbours to
become members as well.
Listeners and donors are
important to the bluegrass club's
funding and support.

Being a paid up member also
allows you to participate and vote
in the the VBA Annual General
Meeting which will be held on
Tuesday, June 9, 2009 at 7:30 PM
at the Orange Hall. The board
will report on VBA operations
(written material will be distrib-
uted at the AGM), and a new board
for 2009/2010 will be elected at
this meeting. Doug VanDine is
heading up the nominating com-
mittee, so give Doug a call

if you have suggestions for
good prospective board members.

Don’t forget to bring your

musical instrument to the AGM, as
the actual meeting takes only about
an hour, with the rest of the eve-
ning for jamming. And of course
the traditional VBA birthday cake
will be served for VBA’s 9th year
of operation!

All contributions and notices of
bluegrass and related acoustic mu-
sic events for the June VBA news-
letter should be sent to Scott
Campbell

See you at the Tuesday jams, at the
May 26 VBA Showcase Night, and
at the AGM!.

Keep On the Sunny Side!
-VBA Board of Directors
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VICTORIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
UPCOMING EVENTS

VBA Tuesday Night Bluegrass Jams

Tuesday Orange Hall Jams are: May 5th, 12, and 19th at 7:30pm. Slow Pitch,
Moderated Circle and Festival Bluegrass Jams, at the Orange Hall, 1620
Fernwood Road, 7:30pm. Players of all levels welcome.

Players $2 for members, $3 dollars for non-members, listeners by donation.

Contact: Bob McKechnie

VBA Showcase Night (all Open Stage)

Tuesday, May 26th, at Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood, Victoria, BC.
Admission: $2 for members, $3 for non-members.

Doors open at 7:30 pm, show starts at 8 pm

The VBA hosts the 8t Annual VBA Showcase Night with an all open stage.
A sign-up sheet will be available at all Tuesday night jams throughout May.
The performance slots are for one song or tune only. There are no fixed rules
about how many times you may appear on stage but please keep in mind that
we have many more members than

performance slots.

VBA in Cyber-space

Don’t forget to check us out on-line at
www.victoriabluegrass.ca or our new
facebook group, where old-time
traditional music melds with the social
networking capabilities of the internet.
Just register at www.facebook.com and
search for Victoria Bluegrass R S iaE s AR
Association. s '




Festivals

With summertime fast approaching the festival season is upon us. It is time to air out the tents,
dust off the lawn chairs and fill the coolers with ice in preparation for some music in the
sunshine. This month we can look forward to the Northwest Folklife Festival, happening
in Seattle, May 22 - 25. If you can handle the border crossing you will be treated to a wide
variety of acoustic music, dancing, storytelling and world music. They are also offering a great
selection of workshops, everything from acapella- harmony singing to lap-slide guitar to
mandolin to creole dance! Check out their website www.nwfolklife.org for more information.

Closer to home we have the Sooke River
Bluegrass Festival, June 19 — 21. Just
head up island to check out Victoria’s favour-
ite little commuter-community as it becomes
the epicenter for the Pacific Northwest
bluegrass scene. Hear some local favourites,
enjoy the sunshine, and jam ‘til your hearts
content. We look forward to seeing you there.
For more information check out their website
www.sookebluegrass.com.

Location
Sooke Flats Campground, 2259 Phillips Rd.
(Sooke Museum road), Sooke

Admission
Full Weekend Pass: $35, Rough camping/night: $15

Shearwater and the Clover Point Drifters are just some of the Sooke performers who will be
taking the stage this year:



Bluegrass Happenings:
In British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest

Ongoing

May 3,10, 17, 24, 31: Sunday Afternoon Hootenanny at Logan's Tavern, 1821 Cook St., Victoria, every Sunday at 4 pm
Hosted by Carolyn Mark. Free admission. More info: 250-360-1832

May 3, 17: Sooke Legion Bluegrass & Old Time Music Jam, Sunday, 2 to 5:30 pm at the Sooke Legion, 6726 Eustace, Sooke.
First & third Sunday of the month (October to May). Free admission. Contact: Eric Day

May 4, 11, 18, 25: Old-Time String Music Jam; Mondays, 7 to 9:30 pm at Spiral Cafe, 418 Craigflower Rd, Victoria. More
info: www.myspace.com/thespiraloldtimegroove Tune Lists & Samples: spiraloldtime.googlepages.com

May 5,12, 19: VBA Bluegrass Jam Tuesdays, 7:30 to 10 pm at Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood Rd, Victoria. Slow Pitch &
Moderated Intermediate Circle Jams. Players of all levels welcome. Admission: Players $2, listeners free. More info: Bob
McKechnie

May 6, 13,20, 27: VBA's Sing Me Back Home, Bluegrass On The Air Wednesdays, 3:00 to 4:00 pm with your host Jeb
Gordon. CFUV 101.9 FM; Cable 104.3 FM

May 6. 13, 20, 27: Cornerstone Bluegrass Jam Wednesdays, 7:30 to 10 pm at Cornerstone Cafe & Resource Centre,
Fernwood at Gladstone, Victoria, BC. Featuring premier acoustic string band musicians. Enjoy some hot coffee or chocolate
while listening [for free] to local top acoustic roots musicians jam it out with each other, organized by the Fernwood Bluegrass
Coalition [FBC], a group of local business/promoters/musicians.

May 6, 13, 20, 27: Sidney Wednesday Night Jam . Wednesdays, 7 to 10 pm at St Paul's United Church, Office Entrance,
Malaview & 5th St., Sidney, BC. Stringed Acoustic Instruments only, all levels of players welcome. 1st Wednesday: Country,
2nd Wednesday: Folk, 3rd Wednesday: Bluegrass, 4th Wednesday: Fiddle Jam, 5th Wednesday (when applicable): Open Stage.
Admission: $2 per participant, $1 per listener. Come with at least 2 favourite songs, photocopied (words, chords, chord charts)
to Build A Song/Tune Book.

May 1st, June Sth : Victoria Fiddle Society Monthly Jam Friday, 7 to 10 pm. St. Matthias Anglican Church Hall, 600
Richmond Ave. (corner of Richardson St.), Victoria, BC. All musicians, all ages and skill levels are welcome. Break-out space
for advanced fiddlers. First Friday of every Month (except July & August). Admission: VFS members Free, $5 for drop-ins.
More info: www.bckitchenparty.com

Events

May 9: Elena Yeung House Concert; Saturday, doors open: 7:30, Concert: 8 pm at The Concert House on Cambridge Street.
Elena Yeung, a Bluegrass banjo pickin' singer-songwriter, from Creston, BC, on a cross-Canada tour to launch her debut CD
entitled "The Gravediggers's Daughter", featuring 11 original songs. Admission: $10 RSVP 250-389-1842 for directions & to
reserve a seat; More info: www.myspace.com/elenayeung

May 12: Victoria Fiddle Society presents: Bruce Molsky in Concert; Tuesday, 7:30 pm at St. Mathias Anglican Church
Hall, 600 Richmond Ave., Victoria, BC. Bruce Molsky has been at the forefront of the Old-Time Music revival in the US for
decades. Showcasing Alex and Tatiana Hargreaves. Admission: $12 & $15 - available at Larsen Music, Long & McQuade,
Ivy's Bookshop, at the May FHS Jam, & at the door. More info: www.brucemolsky.com & www.bckitchenparty.com

May 30: Annie Lou in Concert; Saturday, doors open: 7:30, Show starts: 8 pm at The Solstice Cafe, 529 Pandora Ave.,
Victoria, BC. Annie Lou, a Whitehorse, Yukon band, with stringband instrumentation and original songwriting, features: Anne
Louise Genest (guitar, vocals, songwriter), Kim Barlow (clawhammer banjo, vocals, songwriter), Lindy Jones (bass) &
Hannah Goa (fiddle); Admission: $10 at door. More info: www.myspace.com/annielouyukon




