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Message 
From the VBA Board

Welcome to the shortest month of the 
year!  We’re stocked full of upcoming 
events, and they are coming quickly!  First 
off, it’s the start up of our Membership 
Drive for 2010-11!! If you buy your April 
2010 membership now, it will be acti-
vated immediately and will be good until 
March 2011.  For further incentive to buy 
now we have an annual draw for early-
bird membership purchasers where you 
could win your membership cost back! 
The draw will be held at the April feature 
night.  Below is a list of events we have 
confirmed for the remainder of the 09/10 
season, which ends in May.  Don’t forget 
that your membership will entitle you to a 
nifty discount on tickets to these events.

Congratulations to our two, yes count ‘em, 
TWO bursary winners for the BCBW 2010 
Workshop!  Kate has a write up about 
them on page 3.!

The VBA board would like to acknowledge 
Scott Campbell and Katherine Dennison 
this month for their continuous volunteer 
time sorting out and editing (Scott), and 
doing layout and design (Katherine) of our 
monthly newsletter. They’ve had to work 
with many of our last minute insertions 
and omissions over the season, by golly!

Thanks to all who contribute to the VBA!

“James Whittall has to be one of the most 
promising young mandolin pickers in the 
country.”!- Mike Sadava, Penguin Eggs

“There are few Canadian guitar flatpickers 
with the chops and taste of Dave Clarke, 
the understated Victorian who is widely 
known for his crosspicking technique.”!
- Mike Sadava, Penguin Eggs

If you want to mention anything        
particular in next month’s newsletter all 
contributions and notices of bluegrasss 
and related acoustic music events 
should be sent to Scott Campbell 
 by February 15.!  
See you at the VBA and remember…..! 
Keep on the Sunny Side!

~VBA Board of Directors!!

Contents

- Message from the Board
- VBA upcoming events
- Bursary Winners
- Special Concert
- Bluegrass Happenings

 

Victoria Bluegrass Association
c/o Old Town Strings Repair Shop

1034 Hillside Ave.
Victoria, BC V8T 2A5

VOLUME IX, ISSUE 6                                                                                                                                                                 FEBRUARY, 2010

VBA Upcoming Special Concerts and Feature Acts

 February 23   Feature Act: James Whittall and Dave Clarke
 March 5   Special Concert: Lost and Found – Traditional bluegrass from Virginia
 March 20   Special Concert: The Foggy Hogtown Boys
 March 30   Feature Act: Bowker Creek
 April 24   Special Concert: Cliff Perry and Laurel Bliss
 April 27   Feature Act:! Last Train
 May 25    All night open stage!

James Whittall & Dave Clarke



VICTORIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION
UPCOMING EVENTS

VBA Tuesday Night Bluegrass Jams 

February 2, 9, 16  @  7:30pm  

Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood Road

Slow Pitch, Moderated Circle and Festival Bluegrass Jams. Players of all levels wel-
come. Players $2 for members, $3 dollars for non-members, listeners by donation. 
Contact: Kelly Sherwin 

Open Stage Feature Night

Tuesday, February 23  @ 7:30,  Orange Hall 

Admission: $5 for members, $7 for non-members.
Doors open at 7:30 pm.
7:45 – 8:45 pm – * Open Stage
9:00 – 10:00 pm – James Whittall & Dave Clarke
* For info contact: Jeb Gordon

James Whittall and Dave Clarke

Dave Clarke has been called “one of Canada’s finest acoustic guitarists” by music critics.! 
Catapulted into a lifelong passion for music during a Beatles concert in Montreal when he 
was 10, Dave settled on guitar as his instrument after hearing recordings by Robert Johnson 
and Mississippi John Hurt.! His musical pedigree includes work with the Montreal folkgrass 
trio Steel Rail and Canadian folk singer-songwriter David Francey.! His two solo releases,   
Guitar Songs (2002) and Reunion (2007), reflect his influences in bluegrass, Celtic music and 
folk.! Dave tours, teaches and produces from his home base in Victoria.!! !

James Whittall has been called a “mandolin wizard,” and is considered to be one of the top 
bluegrass players in Canada.! Though he hopes to one day live up to the latter, his days of  
musical necromancy came to an end with the slaying of a twelfth-level accordion Knight and 
severe wounding of a ninth-level Dwarf wielding a chromatic harmonica.! James has been a 
professional teacher and musician for several years, and plays in a number of groups -  
Shearwater Bluegrass Band, The Firm, The Pickits and the Rock Island Ramblers.! The first of 
these aforementioned groups, which includes the ever-talented Dave Clarke and Tammy Fas-
saert, was awarded the local M Award and named runner-up at the 5th Annual International 
Acoustic Music Awards.! I’m sure many reading this have sauntered down to Swans on a Sun-
day or Tuesday night, or perhaps Pagliacci’s on a Monday, and have inevitably witnessed 
James’ creative solos and off-the-cuff sense of humor.! (Refer to top of paragraph).! As a per-
former, he adeptly combines strong technique, artful musicianship and the influences of 
mandolin players from a myriad of styles to create a sound all of his own.!

James Whittall and Dave Clarke first played together shortly after meeting through mutual 
friend Chris Frye. It was immediately clear that an unforgettable partnership was soon to be 
forged.! This concert promises to offer a taste of their CD that will be recorded and released 
later this year.! Their mandolin and guitar arrangements of traditional tunes and original com-
positions not only attest to the virtuosity and ability of these two musicians, but serve to cre-
ate an overall dynamic long-awaited by not only the artists, but players and listeners alike.! 
Though instrumental, the creative arrangements, strong melodic lines, harmonies and coun-
terpoint, coupled with the dramatically varied song selection will prove to keep even a vocal-
ist’s attention through the entire performance.! Dave and James would appreciate to see any 
and all friends in the community come and see them off before they leave for Shearwater’s 
main stage debut at Wintergrass 2010.!
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Special Concert: Lost and Found

Friday, March 5,  Orange Hall @ 8pm   Tickets $15 members / non-members $20

For reservations, contact pharis
Tickets also available Tuesday nights at the Orange Hall

The VBA proudly presents - Lost and 
Found – a traditional bluegrass band.
Along with Gene Parker and Roger 
Handy, Allen Mills and Dempsey Young 
formed Lost & Found in Martinsville,  
Virginia in 1973. Local attention gave 
way to regional popularity, and by the 
early eighties the band had toured all 
across the United States, Canada, and 
even to Europe. The band became quite 
popular playing bluegrass festivals, 
with Mills' exceptional songwriting            
contributing much to the group's fame.  
"Love of the Mountains," recorded by 
the original lineup, has become a   
contemporary bluegrass standard, and 
the band continues to be a strong posi-
tive force in contemporary bluegrass music.  In addition to their contemporary songs, the band has also re-
corded more traditional fare, such as "The Man Who Wrote 'Home Sweet Home' Never Was a Married 
Man".  Lost & Found signed on with Rebel Records in 1980, a relationship that continues to this day and has 
resulted in a long string of successful recordings featuring many of the talented members who have belonged 
to Lost and Found throughout the years, including Ronnie Bowman, Shane Bartley, Greg Luck, Jody King, 
Ben Green and others.! As of today, the band is!made up by Allen Mills on bass, Scottie Sparks on Guitar, 
Ronald Smith on banjo and newest member Scot Napier on Mandolin replacing the legendary Dempsey 
Young who passed away in 2006. If you love traditional bluegrass, don’t miss this show!

VBA Bursary Winners

Young Musician Bursary Award winner Kathleen Law is losing sleep these days. She's 
staying up late learning Old Time and Bluegrass fiddle tunes. "I've been watching old 
Alan Lomax documentaries," she says, "to study his bowing techniques."! The  enthu-
siastic fiddler, who studied classical music as a teenager, also learns by sitting in with 
accomplished pickers.!Since arriving in Victoria in the fall of 2009, Kathleen has 
been busy.  She takes fiddle!lessons from Adrian Dolan, mandolin lessons with James 
Whittall, and is learning to play the guitar.  "Basically, I love learning to play music 
and am determined to keep improving," says Kathleen. She's heard good things 
about Sorrento and is very excited about attending. "Thank you Victoria Bluegrass 
Association!" says Kathleen, "This will take my playing up to the next level."

Flatpick guitar player Colin Boland is the second bursary winner.  A member of the Bluegrass community for 
the past four years, Colin is a keen musician who recently invested in a new guitar.  He is "totally stoked" 
about going to Sorrento and promises to "practice my fingers off until I go."  In gratitude to the VBA, Colin 
looks forward to hosting a slowpitch session next fall.  Colin has been taking guitar lessons from James  
Whittall and Phil Shaver has offered to help him out with song writing. "Right now I'm a sponge," he says, 
"so I'll get a lot out of Sorrento."

On his travels Colin makes bluegrass picking a priority and on his bike trip to Mexico, he attended the 
Hardly Strictly Bluegrass Festival in San Francisco.  He has great memories of three Sooke Bluegrass Festivals, 
and has also gone to Coombs.  Colin spends the ski season in Courtney were he organizes guitar picking and 
playing sessions for beginners.  He's a regular supporter of the Tuesday night bluegrass happening at Swan's 
pub.  "I really appreciate the support and friendliness of the Bluegrass community," says Colin. "Thank you 
VBA for the chance to experience Sorrento."!- Kate Cino



Ongoing

Sundays  James Whittall & The Pickits at Swan’s Brew Pub, 506 Pandora St., 8:30-11:30 pm. 

 Sunday Afternoon Hootenanny at Logan's Tavern, 1821 Cook St., Victoria, every Sunday at 4 pm Hosted by                       

 Carolyn Mark. Free admission. More info: 250-360-1832 

  Appalachian-Style Old-Time Jam Appalachian-style Old-Time jam at the Bent Mast is no longer happening. 
  

Mondays Old-Time String Music Jam Mondays, 7 to 9:30 pm at Spiral Cafe, 418 Craigflower Rd, Victoria. 

  More info:!www.myspace.com/thespiraloldtimegroove!!Tune Lists & Samples:!!spiraloldtime.googlepages.com

Tuesdays VBA Bluegrass Jam  Tuesdays, 7:30 to 10 pm at Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood Rd, Victoria. Slow Pitch & 

  Moderated Intermediate Circle Jams. Players of all levels welcome. Admission: players $2, non-members $3,  
  listeners free. More info:!!Kelly Sherwin,

Wednesdays Cornerstone Bluegrass Jam Wednesdays 7:30 to 10 pm at Cornerstone Cafe & Resource Centre, 

  Fernwood at Gladstone, Victoria, BC.  Featuring premier acoustic string band musicians.  Enjoy some hot coffee or 
  chocolate while listening [for free] to local top acoustic roots musicians jam it out with each other, organized by  
  the Fernwood Bluegrass Coalition [FBC], a group of local business/promoters/musicians.

  Sidney Wednesday Night Jam . Wednesdays, 7 to 10 pm at St Paul's United Church, Office Entrance, 

  Malaview & 5th St., Sidney, BC.  Stringed Acoustic Instruments only, all levels of players welcome. 
  1st Wed,: Country, 2nd Wed.: Folk, 3rd Wed.: Bluegrass, 4th Wed.: Fiddle Jam, 5th  Wed.(when applicable): Open 
  Stage.  Admission:!!$2 per participant, $1 per listener. Come with at least 2  favourite songs, photocopied (words,  
  chords, chord charts) to Build A Song/Tune Book.  More info:!!Jim 

Fridays  Victoria Fiddle Society Monthly Jam,  7 to 10 pm.  At St. Matthias  Anglican Church Hall, 600 Richmond Ave.  
  (corner of Richardson St.), Victoria, BC. All musicians, all ages and skill levels are welcome.  Break-out space for  
  advanced fiddlers. First Friday of every Month; Admission: VFS members Free, $5 for drop-ins. 
  More info:!www.bckitchenparty.com

Bluegrass Happenings:
In British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest

VBA Upcoming Special Concerts and Feature Acts

February 23  Feature Act  James Whittall and Dave Clarke

March 5  Special Concert  Lost and Found – Traditional bluegrass from Virginia

March 20  Special Concert  The Foggy Hogtown Boys

March 30  Feature Act  Bowker Creek

April 24  Special Concert  Cliff Perry and Laurel Bliss

April 27  Feature Act ! Last Train

May 25   All night open stage!


