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Bringing people together for the preservation, enjoyment
and advancement of bluegrass and related acoustic music.

Message From the VBA Board

“In the summertime, when the weather is high

You can chase right up, and touch the sky

When the weather’s right

You got bluegrass, you got jamming on your mind”

Can you believe we're already well into June, and most of us
are still pre-occupied with hockey and those heart stopping
Canucks?? Well it’s time to forget the ice in the rinks, and start
thinking about the ice in our drinks, camping, festivals, and
good times pickin” and grinnin” with family and friends.

2011 - 2012 VBA Board

We wrapped up our concert and Open Stage/Feature series for .
Barny, Alan, Al, Colleen, Victoria, Larry and Bruno

the season (but please don't forget the Gibson Brothers this T ‘
Wednesday the 15th), and we had a VERY well attended (missing: Catherine)
Showcase evening last month, with a lot of people getting up
on stage and performing. There was some recycling of players
going on as the different bands took their turn up there. | think we may need to get that Barny some new disguises,
although | suspect we'd still recognize him!

Following the Annual General Meeting last week we now have some new faces on the Board for the 2011-12 season. We
would like to express our heartfelt thanks to the following people who have recently stepped down and are now leaving
the Board:

David Simon, who served 5 dedicated years as our treasurer and was the ‘guy at the

door’ for all the Open Stage/Feature Act nights WeT0R/,

Larry Stevens, member at large on the booking committee

Linda Henson, member at large and party organizer extraordinaire

Cluny MacPherson, member at large and Ricky Skaggs look alike

K
Staying on the Board are: Al Planiden — President nglzm\\
Victoria Pang - Vice President
Colleen O’Brien — Secretary Victoria Bluegrass Association
c/o Old Town Strings Repair
New to the Board are: Larry Statlund as Treasurer, and Alan Law, Barny Hiney, Bruno Shop

1034 Hillside Avenue

Quenneville, and Catherine Rosenblood as your new Members at Large. Congratulations, Victoria, BC V8T 2A5

and special thanks, to Doug Van Dine for once again chairing the nomination committee,
casting the net, and hauling in some keepers!

As you know, the Board, and everyone else that helps out with our bluegrass jams, the kitchen, the concerts, etc. are all
volunteers...... so a huge thank you for everyone involved and a reminder that you don’t need be on the board to assist in
any way you'd like. If you're interested in volunteering for the VBA, please contact Al Planiden at
president@victoriabluegrass.ca.

For those that may not be aware yet, we now have some great additions to our merchandise — VBA logo key chains (with
the ‘Nashville’ numbering system imprinted on the back, so you'll never be lost), and a VBA ‘bumper’ sticker with the

prophetic slogan “I Pick, Therefore | Jam” displayed proudly.

Have a wonderful summer everyone! And remember.......... Keep on the Sunny Side!
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VBA
Board of Directors
2011/2012

President

Al Planiden

250-642-3395
president@victoriabluegrass.ca

Vice President

Victoria Pang
vice president@victoriabluegrass.ca

Secretary
Colleen O’Brien

250-388-4520
cob@shaw.ca

Treasurer
Larry Statlund
250-727-3260

Members at Large:

Alan Law
Barny Hiney
Bruno Quenneville

Catherine Rosenblood

Newsletter Editor
Scott Campbell

Newsletter Design/Layout
Victoria Pang

Website Orchestrator
Wendy Anthony

VBA Membership
$ 25 single
$ 40 couple

VICTORIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION EVENTS

VBA Tuesday Night Bluegrass Circle Jams

Every Tuesday night from June 14th to August 29th, at 7:30pm at the Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood
Road. Players of all levels welcome.

Admission: $2 for members, $3 dollars for non-members. Listeners by donation.

Contact Al Planiden at president@victoriabluegrass.ca

Upstairs Jams:

7:45 -- Beginner’s Jam featuring slow, simple songs or tunes which allow beginning musicians to
participate. Intermediate players are welcome but their role is to support beginning players.

8:45 -- take a break

9:00 -- Intermediate Jam (more up-tempo)

Most weeks these jams will be lead by a volunteer moderator. The jams are meant to be inclusive,
so please consider your song or tune selection carefully when it’s your turn to choose. Bluegrass
“standards” played in the keys of A,C,D,E,or G work best in this context. If there is no moderator,
be prepared to lead your song by communicating with the other musicians in the circle when it's
their turn to take a solo.

Some hints to successful jamming:

e Keep your head up, and your eyes and ears open so you can catch the cues.

e Listen to the room. We should be jamming as one.

o If you notice that you are out of sync with the rhythm, stop, feel the rhythm internally, then start
again.

e Remember to inform the person to your left if you will not be taking a break.

o If you need to “practice” or work out your solo while someone else is either singing or taking
their solo, please step well outside of the circle, and turn away from the jam to do so.

o Check out the VBA's website: www.victoriabluegrass.ca for more tips on Jam Etiquette.

Downstairs Jams:
7:45 — 10:00 — Open Festival Jam for intermediate and/or advanced players. It depends on
who shows up. Participants must be able to follow jam etiquette.

Please note: The VBA rents the hall until 10:00 pm. Please end the jams by then to allow
the volunteers time to clean and secure the building by 10:15.

Thank you.

British Columbia Bluegrass Workshop 2011

Week 1 - August 21-26,
Week 2 - August 28-September 2 www.musicworkshops.ca

The annual British Columbia Bluegrass Workshop in Sorrento, now in its 22nd year,
offers world class bluegrass music instruction. Whether you're just starting out, or
honing your skills on an instrument or vocals, you're in for a "full-immersion"
experience at one or both weeks of this wonderful workshop - just talk to anyone that
has attended for a full glowing report, there's nothing quite like it!

There's something for everyone, and you're guaranteed to leave with a bunch of new friends,

and more good learnin' than you thought possible. Registered workshop participants are also
given priority for weekend accommodation at the Sorrento Bluegrass Festival on August 27th.
Check out the classes available and all the other details at the web link above.
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Open Stage Night
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Bluegrass Happemngs in British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest

(all events in Victoria BC, unless otherwise indicated)

Ongoing
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY SATURDAY
Afternoon Hootenanny [ Old-Time String VBA Bluegrass Jam at | Cornerstone Bluegrass | Bluegrass Brunch
at Logan’s Tavern Music Jam at Spiral  |the Orange Hall, Jam at Cornerstone with the Stowaways
1821 Cook St., 4:00pm | Cafe 1620 Fernwood Rd., Cafe & Resource Centre | at Logan’s Tavern
Hosted by Carolyn Mark. | 418 Craigflower Rd., 7:30-10pm Slow Pitch, | Fernwood at Gladstone 1821 Cook St., 2-5pm
Free admission More info: | 7-9:30pm Intermediate & 7:30-10pm every Saturday.
250-360-1832 Tune List and Samples: [ Advanced Circle Jams. Featuring premier acoustic | Admission Free. More
spiraloldtime.googlepag | Players of all levels string band musicians. info:250-360-1832
- es.com welcome. Admission: Enjoy some hot coffee or | Great food (breakfast
Bltfegrass nght at players $2 (non- chocolate while listening or lunch), drinks, and
Spinnaker’s Pub 308 members $3), listeners [for free] to local top music, and if ya'll
Catherine St., by donation. More info: |acoustic roots musicians come, great friends
8-10:30pm. Performers: Al Planiden, jam it out with each other, | to0!
Dan Weisenberger and apache@shaw.ca organized by the
Oliver Swain Fernwood Bluegrass
- - The Sweet Lowdown | -, jition [FBCI, a group of
Bluegrass nght with at The Fernwood Inn | |oca| business/promoters/
The Moonshiners at 302 Gladstone Ave., musicians.
Swan’s 8-11pm. More info: More info: Larry Stevens at
506 Pandora Ave., www.myspace.com/ larrystevens@shaw.ca
8-11pm. Performers: the.sweet.lowdown
é(]el]/;jg/\lrlam, Chris and Other Happenings
Bluegrass Sunday at The Gibson Brothers
Ocean Island Wed., Jun 15 Fairfield United Church, 1303 Fairfield Road, 7:30 to 10:30pm.
Backpackers Inn Tickets $20 (cash only) available at:
791 Pandora Ave., Larsen Music, 1833 Cook Street or
8pm-12am, all ages Old Town Strings, 1034 Hillside Ave or
Hosted by Doosie and at the door
Decker. Bring an VBA Members $15
instrument along and be Reservations: (250) 388-4520 or cob@shaw.ca
part of the fun!
Bluegrass Campout Weekend
June 17-19 Sooke Flats, reservations (250) 642-6076 or more info at (250) 642-3553
1 1 1

Seen Around VBA - send your submissions to Victoria Pang @ vice president@victoriabluegrass.ca
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