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Message From the VBA Board

“April showers bring May flowers
And soon it will be Easter
I love to play, but the yard needs work
So I best get off my keister”

 As promised, spring has arrived, albeit a little slower out 
of the gate this year for some reason, but hey, how often 
are we treated to a “Super Moon” the night before it was 
official?  Now we can look forward to the arrival of the 
Easter Bunny later this month….it’s all good!  

It’s about that time of year when we start to think about 
warmer weather, camping and bluegrass festivals, and we 
realize that there are only two more VBA feature nights 
before the summer break – how quickly the time passes.  
This month we’ve got the excellent band “Highrise 
Lonesome” performing, and then of course we’ll be winding up our season in May with the all night open stage 
that features everyone who wants to give it a go up front and centre…….. so start practicing up!

At the April show, don’t forget we’ll be holding a draw, and some lucky VBA member will be winning back their 
membership fee.  If you haven’t already renewed or joined the organization, just a reminder of the benefits:
 

o reduced admission prices for special concerts, feature nights, jam nights and merchandise
o advance notice of events and happenings through the monthly newsletter
o voting privileges at the Annual General Meeting
o supporting and promoting great bluegrass and acoustic music in the Greater Victoria area

Last month we featured the “Top Secret Bluegrass Band” from Okotoks, Alberta.  This family group had a great 
selection of tunes for us, and provided some nice vocal and instrumental arrangements - thoroughly 
entertaining from start to finish.  And speaking of entertainment, how about those two Mexican bluegrassers 
during the open mic portion - Aye Carumba!  Where was the tequila when we needed it?  Thanks also to Chris 
Herbst for the excellent fingerstyle bluegrass guitar workshop he put on last month. 

Many of you have probably noticed the recent changes at the Orange Hall, with 
more stuff cluttering up the basement and that large organ taking up space upstairs.  
It’s all to do with the hall now being used as a church and a multi-purpose rental 
facility for other groups.  It’s starting to create some logistical problems for our own 
activities, and although the Orange Hall is sort of synonymous with the VBA, the 
Board has started to check out other potential locations to hang our hats.  If anyone 
has any good suggestions, please let one of the board members know and we’ll look 
into it.

See you soon, and remember……….Keep on the Sunny Side!

Highrise Lonesome
April’s Feature Act

Victoria Bluegrass Association
c/o Old Town Strings Repair 

Shop
1034 Hillside Avenue
Victoria, BC  V8T 2A5
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VICTORIA BLUEGRASS ASSOCIATION EVENTS

VBA Tuesday Night Bluegrass Jams
Tuesday Orange Hall Jams are: Apr 5, 12 and 19 at 7:30pm. Slow Pitch, Moderated Circle and 
Festival Bluegrass Jams at the Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood Road. Players of all levels welcome. 
Players: $2 for members, $3 dollars for non-members. Listeners by donation.  
Contact Al Planiden at president@victoriabluegrass.ca

Open Stage and Feature Act:  Highrise Lonesome
Tuesday, April 26, 2011, Orange Hall, 1620 Fernwood 
Road.  Doors open at 7:30pm Members $5, Non-
members $7. Contact Larry Stevens 

Open Stage first half of evening (8:00 - 9:00 pm) with the 
feature act after a short intermission.  To sign up for the 
Open Stage, contact Jeb Gordon  
Open Stage performers are 
exempt from the admission fee.     

The members of Highrise Lonesome are city dwellers steeped in the classic sounds of bluegrass. 
Although they may make brief detours off into the side streets of old-time and roots music, they 
always return to the bluegrass superhighway. Sparkling vocals are a major part of the sound, with 
the harmonies of Sue Malcolm and Vic Smyth as the centerpiece. Their latest CD 'One Way 
Street' features classic-sounding originals and great cover songs showcasing instrumental prowess 
with innovative arrangements. It's a bluegrass road trip. 

SUE MALCOLM (vocals, guitar, clawhammer banjo) sings lead and harmony in a warm, natural 
style. VIC SMYTH (vocals, mandolin, rhythm guitar) started out in the early eighties playing folk 
music in bars and coffeehouses in Nova Scotia. DON ‘The Maestro’ FRASER (vocals, resophonic 
guitar, lead guitar) adds his inventive dobro stylings.  JAY BUCKWOLD (five string banjo) has 
been an active member of the Vancouver Bluegrass community since 1986 and is the founder 
and director of the British Columbia Bluegrass Workshop (www.musicworkshops.ca). STU 
MacDONALD (vocals, upright bass) is well known in the Vancouver music scene as a member of 
such bands as Crawfish Fiesta, Helen Gone and The Beverly Brothers. 

James Whittall
Two Workshops:  Mandolin or Guitar  
Sunday, April 24th Guitar Workshop:  12:00 to 1:45pm, 
 Mandolin Workshop:  2:15 - 4:00pm
$15 Members, $20 Non Members.  Fernwood location to be advised.
For registration contact larrystevens please indicate 
member or non-member.  Each workshop will be capped at twelve 
participants and will not happen if there are fewer than five.

If you have taken any of James’ workshops before it doesn’t matter 
because, as always, he has prepared all new material. Both the 
mandolin and guitar workshop will cover the same things: MELODY 
and BACK UP.   We will start by analyzing and varying the "chop" on the mandolin, and the 
"boom-chuck" on the guitar.  Then we will be trying some new (to you) techniques used for 
rhythm.  We will also learn some tricks that make finding and playing the melodies of both vocal 
and instrumental tunes easier, using only our ears!  Moving on we will learn how to arrange a 
melody by first identifying the "mood" or tonality of a specific tune, and finally how to select the 
appropriate scale or note options that best convey your interpretation of this tune or solo. Through 
application of these, each of you will be more confidant during jam sessions and have a better 
idea of exactly what it is you want your instrument to "Say".  You will learn how to play in a group 
more effectively and dynamically, whether as a soloist or accompanist. 
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Pickin’ Interview:  Who is Phil Shaver? 
By Victoria Pang

If you’re reading this article, there’s a good chance you already know who Phil Shaver is, but 
don’t turn the page yet.  There’s much more to Phil than just a beautiful baritone voice and a 
hard driving rhythm guitar.  

Phil grew up in southwestern Ontario in a musical household where family gatherings “at the 
old home place” involved playing bluegrass and country music.  His great uncle was Jack 
Kingston, a very successful country recording artist and music show host during the 1950’s, 
known as “The Canadian Playboy”.  Although he was too young to attend, Phil’s family 
smuggled him into the shows so he could watch his inspiration perform.  

During his teen years, Phil strayed from his bluegrass roots and began to play rock guitar.  He 
tells me that he and his buddies did quite well, focusing on southern rock covers of the 
Allman Brothers, CCR, and Lynyrd Skynyrd (ask Phil about his mullet!).  For a time, he also 
had a run as a member of a Neil Young tribute band.

Phil has been involved in the entertainment industry “since day 1”.  A diploma in the 
Recording Arts led to a job in a production company, where he went on the road setting up the  
audio systems for the top country acts of the day, including Pam Tillis, Ricky Van Shelton, and 
Marty Stuart.  

During the mid 1990s, there was a turning point in the industry where the 
once plentiful shows on the circuit started to become scarce.  This, coupled 
with the fact he was tiring of carrying, packing, setting up and taking down 
concert gear, led to his move to Victoria (oh, and did I mention there was a 
woman involved in this move as well?).  Once here, he was pleasantly 
surprised to discover the VBA, through which he found the Clover Point 
Drifters jamming at the Orange Hall.  Phil began to join in on these sessions 
with his banjo (yes, banjo!) and soon began forming groups to play with.  
One of these groups was in need of a guitar player, so Phil volunteered to fill 
the role, and the rest is history.  The nucleus of that group is now Four Chords 
of Wood, a group that made its public debut at the Sooke River Bluegrass 
Festival in 2003.  Although two of the Four Chords members now live outside 
of Victoria, the group still organizes one or two summer vacations together 
every year so that they can perform at a couple of lucky festivals.  “It’s like a 
fishing trip only it’s all paid for” says Phil.

His main instrument is his Martin HD-28V and, while he didn’t go into much detail, he did admit 
to owning some other instruments --“some junkie banjos and all kinds of other guitars and 
trinkets and things”.  He spoke very fondly of a guitar his father left to him-- a 1936 National 
nickel-plated tenor guitar –that provides a very “authentic, old timey sound”.  

Since moving to Victoria, his audio expertise has not only landed him steady work around local 
venues, but has also opened the doors to other areas of production.  Phil can be found setting up 
stage rigging for many of the local concerts and theatre productions and designing and installing 
audio systems for commercial venues.  For now, his main gig is as a scenic carpenter for Pacific 
Opera Victoria, a job that requires both an artistic and engineering flair to translate set design into 
reality.  Musically, Phil is involved in another act, the Shadywood Boys, known for stunning 
a capella vocal harmonies.  With all this on his plate he still finds time to volunteer at the VBA 
(Thanks, Phil!), and is always looking for ways to engage a new generation of players interested in 
the bluegrass genre.  

Phil Shaver
(sans mullet)



in British Columbia and the Pacific Northwest  
(all events in Victoria BC, unless otherwise indicated)

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY SATURDAY

Sooke Legion Bluegrass 
and Acoustic Jam
6726 Eustace Rd., Sooke
1st & 3rd Sunday, 
2-5:30pm
Contact:  Al Planiden, 

Old-Time String 
Music Jam at Spiral 
Cafe
418 Craigflower Rd., 
7-9:30pm 
Tune List and Samples:  
spiraloldtime.googlepag
es.com

VBA Bluegrass Jam at 
the Orange Hall,  
1620 Fernwood Rd., 
7:30-10pm Slow Pitch, 
Intermediate & 
Advanced Circle Jams. 
Players of all levels 
welcome. Admission: 
players $2 (non-
members $3), listeners 
by donation. More info: 
Al Planiden, 
apache@shaw.ca

Cornerstone Bluegrass 
Jam at Cornerstone 
Cafe & Resource Centre
Fernwood at Gladstone
7:30-10pm
Featuring premier acoustic 
string band musicians. 
Enjoy some hot coffee or 
chocolate while listening 
[for free] to local top 
acoustic roots musicians 
jam it out with each other, 
organized by the 
Fernwood Bluegrass 
Coalition [FBC], a group of 
local business/promoters/
musicians. 
More info: Larry Stevens at 
larrystevens@shaw.ca 

*** NEW ***
Bluegrass Brunch 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 
2-5pm every 
Saturday. 

Afternoon Hootenanny 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 4:00pm 
Hosted by Carolyn Mark. 
Free admission More info: 
250-360-1832

Old-Time String 
Music Jam at Spiral 
Cafe
418 Craigflower Rd., 
7-9:30pm 
Tune List and Samples:  
spiraloldtime.googlepag
es.com

VBA Bluegrass Jam at 
the Orange Hall,  
1620 Fernwood Rd., 
7:30-10pm Slow Pitch, 
Intermediate & 
Advanced Circle Jams. 
Players of all levels 
welcome. Admission: 
players $2 (non-
members $3), listeners 
by donation. More info: 
Al Planiden, 

Cornerstone Bluegrass 
Jam at Cornerstone 
Cafe & Resource Centre
Fernwood at Gladstone
7:30-10pm
Featuring premier acoustic 
string band musicians. 
Enjoy some hot coffee or 
chocolate while listening 
[for free] to local top 
acoustic roots musicians 
jam it out with each other, 
organized by the 
Fernwood Bluegrass 
Coalition [FBC], a group of 
local business/promoters/
musicians. 
More info: Larry Stevens at 
larrystevens@shaw.ca 

*** NEW ***
Bluegrass Brunch 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 
2-5pm every 
Saturday. 

Afternoon Hootenanny 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 4:00pm 
Hosted by Carolyn Mark. 
Free admission More info: 
250-360-1832

Old-Time String 
Music Jam at Spiral 
Cafe
418 Craigflower Rd., 
7-9:30pm 
Tune List and Samples:  
spiraloldtime.googlepag
es.com

The Sweet Lowdown 
at The Fernwood Inn
302 Gladstone Ave., 
8-11pm.  More info: 
www.myspace.com/
the.sweet.lowdown

Cornerstone Bluegrass 
Jam at Cornerstone 
Cafe & Resource Centre
Fernwood at Gladstone
7:30-10pm
Featuring premier acoustic 
string band musicians. 
Enjoy some hot coffee or 
chocolate while listening 
[for free] to local top 
acoustic roots musicians 
jam it out with each other, 
organized by the 
Fernwood Bluegrass 
Coalition [FBC], a group of 
local business/promoters/
musicians. 
More info: Larry Stevens at 
larrystevens@shaw.ca 

*** NEW ***
Bluegrass Brunch 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 
2-5pm every 
Saturday. 

Bluegrass Night at 
Spinnaker’s Pub
308 Catherine St., 
8-10:30pm.  Performers:
Dan Weisenberger and 
Oliver Swain

Old-Time String 
Music Jam at Spiral 
Cafe
418 Craigflower Rd., 
7-9:30pm 
Tune List and Samples:  
spiraloldtime.googlepag
es.com

The Sweet Lowdown 
at The Fernwood Inn
302 Gladstone Ave., 
8-11pm.  More info: 
www.myspace.com/
the.sweet.lowdown

Cornerstone Bluegrass 
Jam at Cornerstone 
Cafe & Resource Centre
Fernwood at Gladstone
7:30-10pm
Featuring premier acoustic 
string band musicians. 
Enjoy some hot coffee or 
chocolate while listening 
[for free] to local top 
acoustic roots musicians 
jam it out with each other, 
organized by the 
Fernwood Bluegrass 
Coalition [FBC], a group of 
local business/promoters/
musicians. 
More info: Larry Stevens at 

*** NEW ***
Bluegrass Brunch 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 
2-5pm every 
Saturday. 

Bluegrass Night with 
The Moonshiners  at 
Swan’s 
506 Pandora Ave., 
8-11pm.  Performers:  Zev, 
Miriam, Chris and Cluny

Old-Time String 
Music Jam at Spiral 
Cafe
418 Craigflower Rd., 
7-9:30pm 
Tune List and Samples:  
spiraloldtime.googlepag
es.com

The Sweet Lowdown 
at The Fernwood Inn
302 Gladstone Ave., 
8-11pm.  More info: 
www.myspace.com/
the.sweet.lowdown

Cornerstone Bluegrass 
Jam at Cornerstone 
Cafe & Resource Centre
Fernwood at Gladstone
7:30-10pm
Featuring premier acoustic 
string band musicians. 
Enjoy some hot coffee or 
chocolate while listening 
[for free] to local top 
acoustic roots musicians 
jam it out with each other, 
organized by the 
Fernwood Bluegrass 
Coalition [FBC], a group of 
local business/promoters/
musicians. 
More info: Larry Stevens at 
larrystevens@shaw.ca 

*** NEW ***
Bluegrass Brunch 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 
2-5pm every 
Saturday. 

Bluegrass Sunday at 
Ocean Island 
Backpackers Inn
791 Pandora Ave., 
8pm-12am, all ages
Hosted by Doosie and 
Decker. Bring an 
instrument along and be 
part of the fun!

Old-Time String 
Music Jam at Spiral 
Cafe
418 Craigflower Rd., 
7-9:30pm 
Tune List and Samples:  
spiraloldtime.googlepag
es.com

The Sweet Lowdown 
at The Fernwood Inn
302 Gladstone Ave., 
8-11pm.  More info: 
www.myspace.com/
the.sweet.lowdown

Cornerstone Bluegrass 
Jam at Cornerstone 
Cafe & Resource Centre
Fernwood at Gladstone
7:30-10pm
Featuring premier acoustic 
string band musicians. 
Enjoy some hot coffee or 
chocolate while listening 
[for free] to local top 
acoustic roots musicians 
jam it out with each other, 
organized by the 
Fernwood Bluegrass 
Coalition [FBC], a group of 
local business/promoters/
musicians. 
More info: Larry Stevens at 
larrystevens@shaw.ca 

*** NEW ***
Bluegrass Brunch 
at Logan’s Tavern 
1821 Cook St., 
2-5pm every 
Saturday. 

Other Happenings

Gibson Brothers 
Wed., Jun 15 The VBA is proud to announce the Gibson Brothers.  Mark your calendars now.  

Fairfield United Church, 1303 Fairfield Road, 8:00pm, Tickets available in May.

Shanti Bremer and James Whittall (and friends)
Sun., Apr 10 Victoria Folk Music Society, Norfolk House, 1110 Hillside Avenue, Open Stage @ 

7:30pm, Feature @ 9:00pm, Tickets $5, VFMS members no charge. 
www.victoriafolkmusic.ca

Eric Day and his Bluegrass Band
Sat., Apr 23 Royal Canadian Legion, 6726 Eustace Rd, Sooke 8:00pm, Tickets $10 at the door.  

This is a benefit show for Japan earthquake victims.

Bluegrass Happenings

Ongoing

Seen Around VBA - Send your submissions to Victoria Pang @ vice_president@victoriabluegrass.ca
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